                                  AWSA WESTERN REGION SUMMER COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

                 	July 28, 2026
    	The Grille, Tremonton, Utah
                                                                       Noon  
1. Introductions/Roll Call – attending the meeting were Connie Bergmark, Richelle Muhlitner, Ryan Nason, Scott Larson, Kim Larson, Brad Hartwell, Christine Gulley, Mike Parsons, Judy Stanford, Don Stanford, Mark Timm, Mark Roske, Sam Lee, John Crivello, Barry Young, and Jeanne Rohrer. 

2.   Council approval to allow substitutes - substitutes were not requested.
a.   Establishment of a quorum (8 of 13 voting members) A quorum was established.

2. Assignment of Parliamentarian – Brad Hartwell accepted.

3. Review and Approval of Minutes from January Council Meeting – the minutes were approved unanimously.

4. EVP Report – Connie Bergmark stated that it was good to be back in Utah for the Western Regionals after 47 years.  Others at the meeting who skied the Regionals in 1979 included Brad, Richelle, and Mark Roske.

5. AWSA Presidents Report – Lyman Hardy (reference the BOD package)

6. Executive Director USA WS – see the BOD package

7. Treasurer’s Report – Russ Selsor gave a summary of the checkbook and budget.  (He also discussed it at the General Membership meeting on Wednesday.)  One of our expenses is the Western Region Big Al scholarship through the foundation that gets funded every 3 years.  Frank Harrison is on the Foundation and Katie Horton is the Chair of the Scholarship Committee.  There was discussion on renaming the Western Regin Scholarship.  Later discussions with Frank resulted in him agreeing that it is appropriate to rename at this time.  The award is for $1500 which goes to a student who supports the sport, skis in the Western Region, and is from the Western Region.

8. National Executive:  Owen Letcher – no report

9. Council Area Reports – Area 1 through Area 9 

a. Area 1 – One less tournament than last year but two more record tournaments.
b. Area 2 – Same tournament count.
c. Area 3 – Two additional tournaments.
d. Area 4 -  Four 3-event tournaments.
e. Area 6 – Same tournament count, Grand Junction is back in for tournaments.
f. Area 7 – Fourteen tournaments, same attendance, 15-20 skiers, no records.
g. Area 8 – There are two 3-event tournaments in the area.
h. Area 9 -  Same tournament count but less skiers.

10. Regional Committee Reports (committee reports come as a motion for approval – second needed) 

a.    Regional Awards:  Sue Pickrell – see report and Sue coordinated the award of merit and the outstanding official award.  Kim Larson will be taking over this position.  Thanks to Sue and Kim!

b.    Regional Drivers:  Mark Roske – Mark discussed the Sure Path data that will be needed to upgrade from Regular to Senior.  The driver will need to have 75 slalom rides and 45 jump rides to be evaluated.  It is very important to download your data!

c.  Regional Junior Development:  Mike Maxon – Mike coordinated some details with the LOC for the Regional Junior Development banquet and it looks to be a good event. 

d.  Regional Guide:  Ty Vaio – no summer report.







e.  Regional Nominating:  Owen Letcher – no report.

f.  Regional Records – Terry Selsor - Reports were included in the meeting package.
A vote was taken which passed unanimously.

g.  Regional Webmaster:  Cris Converse – no report

h.  Regional Social Media:  Cris Converse and Ty Vaio – no report






11. 2026 Western Regional -Tournament Update – Mike stated that there have been challenges but the LOC is ready to go.

12. Western Regional Tournament Bids for 2027 – we do not have a bid for the 2027 tournament.  Richelle Muhlitner said that Bell Aqua Lakes 2&3 are a possibility with Lake 1 for camping.  There was a proposal to go to Bell Aqua if they will have us.  The support was unanimous.  Subsequently, the HOA for Bell Aqua voted to host the Regional Tournament in 2027.  A proposal and it will be included with the minutes.	
			
13. 2026 & 2027 National Tournament – Center City, Minnesota - This site has first right of refusal for the 2028 National Tournament.  It was noted that tickets will need to be purchased for the Junior Development Banquet.

14. 2028 National Tournament Bid - There are no other bids at this time. 

15. National Committee Reports
a) National Announcers:  Ryan Nason – No report.
b) National Awards:  Randy Hocking – 
c) National Boat Drivers: Chris Eller - 
d) National By-Laws: Cris Converse - 
e) National Grassroots: Matt Brandt – No report.
f) National IAC: Brandy Nagle & Connie Bergmark – this committee is very active.
g) National Judges & Scorers: Kim Larson – online video testing upgrade is still in work.
h) National Junior Development: Mike Maxon – tickets are needed for the National banquet. 
i) National Nominating: Kate Knafla – Connie was nominated for the Board Chair position.
j) National Rules: Richelle Muhlitner & Ryan Nason – see report.
k) National Safety: Harley Wallace – Harley called Connie but did not have a report.
l) National Seeding: Judy Stanford – See report.
m) National Skiers Qualification: Brandy Nagle – Kirby Whetsel is working on the rankings list.
n) National Technical: Will Bush - Report in meeting package.
o) National Towboat: Will Bush – See report.
p) USAWS: Owen Letcher – No report. 

16. Other Sports Divisions (these items were not discussed at the meeting)
· National Collegiate  
· Adaptive 
· Wakeboard  
· Show Ski 
· Hydrofoil 
· Kneeboard 
· Barefoot 
17. Old Business 
18.  New Business
a. Treasurers Report  - Russ did not have anything to add from his earlier analysis.
b. Other New Business -   none






19.   National Summer BOD meeting Recommendations for attendees Owen Letcher, Connie Bergmark, Mark Roske, Richelle Muhlitner, and Brad Hartwell.

a) Committee Chairs attending – Richelle Muhlitner, Rules and Will Bush, Towboat


20.  Winter 2027 Council meeting: January 9, 2027 – this meeting will be virtual


21. Adjournment

